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	SOUTH AUSTRALIA IMPLEMENTATION TIMETABLE

	Activity Steps
	Short Description of Activity
	Expected delivery date
	Contingencies

	Principle 1 - Governments should harness the benefits of competition
[bookmark: _Hlk212801621]Implementation activity may involve the introduction or update of a competition (or broader) impact assessment framework (including a public interest exemption and review process), a review of existing barriers to competition (including any measures taken to address these barriers) and any other steps taken to actively promote competition.

	Develop a refreshed impact assessment framework which incorporates competition assessments
	Update the current Better Regulation Handbook, which will require a competition impact assessment for all major decisions that have the potential for material impacts on competition. These will be summarized into an impact statement. 
	December 2026
	

	Update Treasurer’s Instructions 17
	Treasurer’s Instructions 17 requires that the Chief Executive of each public authority ensure that a justification statement is prepared for each public sector initiative. 
This will be updated to require that agencies apply the principles detailed in the updated Handbook when undertaking a Competition Impact Assessment.
	December 2026
	

	Establish a public interest exemption register
	Major government decisions must not restrict competition unless: 
· the benefits of the restriction to competition to the community as a whole outweigh the costs; and 
· the objectives of the policy, decision or action cannot be achieved by another approach that: 
· does not restrict competition or lessens the restriction on competition; and 
· has net community benefits that are at least as high.
South Australia will establish a register of all public interest exemptions to competition principles that have been granted. 
All exemptions that are held on the register will be reviewed at least every ten years, and if competition continues to be restricted, then this process will be repeated until the restriction is removed.
	December 2026
	




	Principle 2 - Governments should support consumers to benefit from competition
Implementation activity may involve the introduction of mechanisms to facilitate consumer empowerment. For example, by improving disclosure of information or lowering barriers to switching.

	South Australia’s internal government processes are already aligned with this principle.

	Principle 3 - Reform of public monopolies, including privatisation, should not harm consumers
Implementation activity may involve the introduction or amendment of guidance or a legislative framework for the structural reform of public monopolies, to require an independent and transparent review before this can occur.

	Commission an independent review into competition impacts of restructuring a public monopoly
	The Competitive Neutrality Policy Statement will be updated by the end of 2026 to clarify that an independent review must be undertaken before restructuring of a public monopoly occurs. The Competitive Neutrality Policy Statement will clarify which situations this applies to, what constitutes an independent review, and steps to conduct.
	December 2026
	




	Principle 4 - Government and private businesses should compete on a level playing field
Implementation activity may involve the amendment of competitive neutrality policies, complaints mechanisms and community service obligation arrangements.

	Update Competitive Neutrality Guide
	The Competitive Neutrality Policy Statement will be updated by the end of 2026 to:
· Define ‘significant government business activity’ and guidance for government entities to determine which of their activities fit this definition
· Guidance on when to apply competitive neutrality to government start-ups
· Guidance on debt neutrality, encompassing new and more complex forms of debt
· Clear processes for when multiple jurisdictions are involved
· And as above, to introduce an external review requirement for the restructuring of public monopolies

Sporadically review and update the Competitive Neutrality Policy Statement and Competitive Neutrality Policy Guide as circumstances require.
	December 2026











Ongoing
	

	Principle 5 - Governments should promote a single national market
Implementation activity may involve the introduction or update of processes for assessing impacts on interstate trade (including for regulators), and a review of existing barriers to trade (including any measures taken to address these barriers).

	Engage in reform implementation 
	South Australia will continue to engage with other jurisdictions through the National Competition Policy framework to implement reforms that promote a single national market.
	Ongoing
	

	Principle 6 - Government pricing practices should be efficient and transparent
Implementation activity may involve the introduction or update of an efficient charging guide for government-provided goods and services and any updates to the independent prices oversight framework for government-owned significant business enterprises (noting the prices oversight principle is largely unchanged). 

	South Australia’s internal government processes are already aligned with this principle.

	Principle 7 - Access to significant infrastructure facilities should be on reasonable terms and prices
Implementation activity may involve any updates to the access regime(s) (noting this principle is largely unchanged).

	South Australia’s internal government processes are already aligned with this principle.
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