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Introduction 

A key priority of Arts South Australia is to ‘champion Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts 
and culture’. In February 2022, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts and Culture 
Strategy for South Australia (the Strategy) was launched – South Australia’s first.  

A cohesive and holistic approach and a comprehensive implementation plan sits alongside the 
Strategy to ensure the government can be timely and responsive to the changing needs of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts and cultures sector and communities.  

What is on Offer?  

Arts South Australia is seeking expressions of interests from emerging or established First 
Nations digital creatives who would be interested to participate in an Industry Development pilot 
to build and enhance their capabilities and networks. 

The First Nations Digital Futures - Industry Development Pilot is designed to introduce 
participants to a range of digital experiences that develop skills and knowledge. In doing so, it is 
also creating opportunities for creatives to develop and diversify networks that will support their 
future digital practice and may lead to employment pathways. 
 
Selected participants should have a demonstrated practice within the creative digital realms 
and/or a keen interest to extend their current practice through digital and technological 
applications. This may include a diverse range of activities, including the creation and curation 
of digital content, storytelling through design and technology, digital producers, programming 
and production and/or engaging in digital and technological research.  
 
The selected Participants will be granted $8 000 each to participate in the program over a 
period of six months for approximately 1 day per week (or hours equivalent). Over this period 
the participants will rotate through two identified Adelaide-based Host Organisations, whose 
core operations align with digital and technological innovation and outputs.  
 
An Expression of Interest (EOI) for Host Organisations will run concurrently with the Participant 
EOIs. Arts South Australia’s Senior Project Manager for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Arts 
will assist administratively as a conduit between the First Nations Participants with the Host 
Organisations. Once the Host Organisations are confirmed, the First Nations applicants will be 
determined alongside the proposed Industry Development Program to ensure the program can 
maximise benefits and outcomes for the First Nations digital creatives.   

Program Objectives & Structure 

The First Nations Digital Futures - Industry Development Pilot’s primary objective is to develop 
and enhance the capabilities and skills of emerging First Nations digital creatives. Specific 
activities may include but are not limited to the following: (noting that exact details of the 
Development Program will be finalised upon appointment of the successful Host Organisations) 
 

• Development of skills and knowledge relating to digital technologies, tools, and 
platforms, and where possible how these intersect with an artistic and/or technical 
practice 

• Opportunities to increase and diversify professional networks to leverage career 
aspirations beyond the industry development program 

• Understanding of the employment opportunities that exist at the intersection of First 
Nations culture, digital creation and technology, across roles such as creators, 
technicians and/or producers 
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• An introduction and understanding of collaborative models and approaches within the 
digital and technological landscape, and how to develop and navigate an artistic and/or 
technical practice within the industry. 

The program delivery is expected between June 2024 and December 2024. The following 
details and requirements should be considered ahead of submitting an expression of interest: 

• Successful participants should expect to be engaged over a six-month period, for 
approximately 1 day per week or hours equivalent, where they will be assigned to a 
program that rotates through two Host Organisations  

• Two First Nations Participants will be placed together within each of the Host 
Organisations simultaneously to provide a buddy system and to support cultural safety.  

Requirements of Participants 

Who is eligible?  

Eligible Participant applicants are: 

• First Nations participants (including arts workers) based in Adelaide and surrounding 
metropolitan areas (due to duration of program travel support is unavailable for this 
specific program) 

• First Nations participants who have a keen interest and demonstrated practice in digital 
technologies. This may include but is not limited to the creation and curation of digital 
content, storytelling through design and technology, digital producers, programming and 
production and/or engaging in digital and technological research. 

• Those who can demonstrate the capacity to commit to the expected duration of the 
program e.g. a total of 6 months at approximately 1 day per week, or hours equivalent 

• Creatives who do not have any overdue acquittals with Arts South Australia. 

How to Apply 

Prior to preparing an expression of interest we strongly encourage you to discuss your 
submission with the Senior Project Manager of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Arts via email 
or phone (see following page for contact details).  

Eligible Participants should submit their EOI through Arts South Australia’s SmartyGrants.  

The application form includes a series of questions and an opportunity to include supporting 
material.   

Your expression of interest will require the following: 

• A supporting statement outlining why you wish to participate in the Industry 
Development pilot and what you wish to get out of it. Please provide details about your 
particular interest and/or current practice in digital and technological creative arts, as 
well as your aspirations for advancing your practice 

• Demonstrated availability and commitment to participate across the full duration of the 
development program 

• A CV/Resume demonstrating a summary of expertise, skills and achievements and 
contact details of 2 referees     
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• An outline of your personal development needs and aspirations. Please reference any 
program and/or opportunity specific to your needs as an aspiring digital creative at this 
point in your professional career.  

Applications for EOIs will be open for approximately three weeks. 

Key Dates  

Date Application and Assessment Timeline  

EOI opens  19 March 2024  

EOI closes  7 April 2024 

All applicants notified of 
outcomes 

30 April 2024 

 
For more information and to discuss your expression of interest please 
contact: 
 
Senior Project Manager for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Arts 
T 08 8363 8628 
E atsiarts@sa.gov.au 
W dpc.sa.gov.au 
Arts South Australia 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 

 
 
 
 

 

 


